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Editor's Note
The Ballers Magazine is a digital magazine dedicated
to shining light on amazing people in sports that are
inspiring the next generation.
Through a series of in-depth, exclusive interviews,
this magazine will bring you along the journey to
success of the industry's most incredible athletes and
business professionals. From sports to business to
motivation, we are committed to sharing stories that
encourage you to seek greatness. Whether you are a
sports enthusiast or are looking to enter the sports
industry, we are excited to provide this platform
for you to connect with these sports all-stars.
Connect with us at
@TheBallersMagazine on
Instagram or send us an email,
and let us know who you would
like to see featured on our
forthcoming issues.

Sky's the limit,
keep ballin'.

SOFI DUMONT
Editor-in-Chief | @sofidumont
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For Megan Walker, the game of basketball was a world she
was surrounded by for as long as she can remember.
Growing up in Chesterfield, Virginia, Megan quickly became
interested in playing the sport after watching her brother
play and dad coach him. She had no idea that in just a
few years, she would be living out her dream of
playing basketball at the highest level. As she
deepened her passion for the game, her skills on the court
continued to strengthen more and more. Throughout her
career at Monacan High School, Megan not only helped
lead the team to three state championships, but she also
earned an array of accolades that led her to become the
nation's No.1 high school basketball player. This was only
the beginning. She was determined to raise the bar on
what was possible. She was committed to making her
dreams of playing in the WNBA a reality. After graduating
from high school, Megan continued her career at the
University of Connecticut (UCONN)—an institution with the
nation’s top basketball program. It wasn’t all smooth
sailing though. During her freshman year, Megan faced a
series of challenges that impacted her performance on the
court. From having to adapt to the intensity of play at the
collegiate level to learning how to balance life as a studentathlete, her transition from high school to college tested
her resilience. Yet, she was locked in. She was
committed to pushing through adversity and growing both
on and off the court. Sure enough, she did just that. By
her junior year, Megan became the team’s leading scorer
and had developed her skills on the court tremendously.
Her hard work had paid off. It was then when she
decided to take that next step in her career. She was ready
to take that leap of faith and pursue her lifelong dream of
playing in the WNBA. Megan decided to forgo her senior
season at UCONN and enter the Draft. The rest is history! With the ninth pick in the first round of the 2020 WNBA Draft,
the New York Liberty selected Megan. She had done it. She had achieved her dream of playing basketball at the highest
level. Since then, Megan has completed her first season in the WNBA after heading to the bubble in Bradenton, Florida. As
she continues her professional career, she is looking forward to elevating her game on the court, giving back to the
community, and fostering a legacy in the league that will last for years to come. Her time is now.

During your time in high school, you won three state championships. Could you share more with us
about what that experience was like as you continued your journey in the game?
Yeah! It’s kind of funny because I didn't go to my zone’s high school—I was in a specialty program for health and
physical therapy. I went to Monacan (High School), and you know, they already had a great team and a great system
so that really attracted me to the program and made me want to be a part of it. My freshman year we lost in the
state semifinals, and then my sophomore, junior, and senior year we won (back-to-back titles) all three years. That
experience was amazing. Just having all (of) my family, friends, and the community around me, you know, rallying and
really pushing for us to win was great.
As you took that next step in your career and continued your collegiate journey at UCONN what went
into making that decision? How do you think your game elevated throughout those three years?
That decision was kind of the same thing. You know, I always wanted to win. Having the opportunity to go to the No.1
program in the nation was definitely a no-brainer. Coach (Geno Auriemma) has an awesome program and an
awesome system. He knows how to turn the best high school players into the best college players in the world, so
that definitely attracted me (to UCONN). My game grew in a lot of ways—I slimmed down, I got quicker, faster, and
stronger. One thing that grew the most there though was my mental space. I learned how to dominate, compete,
and outwork my opponent.
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"Having the opportunity to
go to the No.1 program in
the nation was definitely a
no-brainer. Coach (Geno
Auriemma) has an awesome
program and an awesome
system. He knows how to
turn the best high school
players into the best college
players in the world, so
that definitely attracted
me (to UCONN)."
- Megan on what went into making the decision
to take the next step in her basketball career
and begin her collegiate journey at the
University of Connecticut.

You decided to forgo your senior year and enter the WNBA Draft. What was the
process of arriving at that decision to take that leap and pursue your dreams of
playing professional basketball like?
Well first, it was really just conversations with my family. Then it was like, “You know you’ve put in
the work this far and you’ve increased every year.” After that, it was just about wanting to fulfill
my dreams—I didn’t want to leave anything on the table. Things aren’t promised, so I wanted to
take advantage of that (mentality), fulfill my dream, and start building at the next level.

We have to talk about Draft Night! With the ninth pick in the first round of the 2020
WNBA Draft, you were selected by the New York Liberty. Could you take us through
that experience of what it was like to finally achieve your dream of playing
basketball professionally?
Looking back on it, it was a crazy experience. You know, just not having the traditional Draft
Night in New York City (was crazy), but I was thankful that I could be at home with my family and
my close friends. It was a hectic day, but at the end of it, I was excited that New York drafted
me. I had a lot of fun. It really didn’t kick in until the next day (though) when I realized, “You just
got drafted. You achieved one of your biggest goals.”
THE BALLERS MAGAZINE | 6

Not only are you embarking on your first year in the league, but you are also playing in the
bubble. How has that transition of going from college to the league been like for you? What are
some of the challenges that you have faced early on?
It’s been going. You know, I feel like everything happens for a reason. So being here in the bubble for my
first year, I have just been trying to learn and pick new things up every day. I have been in communication
with my coaches and teammates. I think they have done a great job of helping me along the way—since I
got here late for testing positive for COVID. Getting here (to the bubble) late was a little bit of an
adjustment, but I think they helped me a lot.

Photographs courtesy of Megan Walker (@megwalker3)

What are some things that you have learned about yourself thus far?
(I have learned that) anything that I put my mind to, I am capable of achieving. Just (reflecting back on) my
journey throughout UCONN, where freshman year I was not having the best year—averaging five points,
barely playing in some games—, then going back in the offseason, putting in the work, grinding, and
coming back again. Then having another jump. You know, I had more time off, more time to get back in
the gym. Then you take what you learn, and take another jump. So I have learned (throughout this
journey) to stay patient, know what I am capable of, and keep believing in myself.
Earlier in our conversation, you shared the importance of having that mental toughness
throughout this journey. What are some things that keep you inspired and motivated through
it all?
Just wanting to fulfill my dream (inspires me). I want to be one of the greatest players of all time, so just
always having that in the back of my head has (kept) me motivated. I have a great support system—
whether that's Tina Thompson, Barb Turner, or previous coaches. I just have great people around me that
keep me humble and motivated to enjoy the process.
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Transitioning a little bit off the court, as
you begin your professional career in the
league, what are some passion projects off
the court that you would love to develop?
I love giving back to my community, you know
they have supported me so far, so I definitely
want to start with some training camps. Then, I
just want to provide a space where I can give
advice to younger girls who look up to me and
help them along (their journeys).
Something that you touched on was
mentorship and the impact your coaches
and family members have had on your life.
What
role
has
mentorship
played
throughout your career and in your life?
Mentorship has played a huge role. I'm the type
of person who really doesn’t like to ask for help
a lot all the time, but me just having those
bonds early (on)—even throughout the
recruiting process—has been huge. Them
knowing me, and me knowing them, I know I can
easily go and talk to them if I am having any
problems or have any questions at all. They give
me advice for my game, how I should look into
things, and have just really helped me a lot
along the way.
Transitioning into the advice side of things,
what are some pieces of advice that you
would give to someone who is interested in
pursuing a similar career path and play
basketball at the professional level?
I would say, "Never stop believing in yourself.”
You know, there are a lot of things that could go
wrong or may not go your way, but if you believe
in yourself, you are able to accomplish anything
that you put your mind to.
Reflecting back on your own personal
journey, what is a piece of advice that you
would give to your younger self and why?
I would say, "Work harder.” For me, it was a big
adjustment when I started college. So (reflecting
back), I would say “Ask more questions, watch
more film, and try to figure out ways to have an
effect on your team early instead of waiting until
later.”
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"I just got them actually
—I would say the OffWhite Jordan 4s. They
are just a classic shoe. I
love Jordan 4s anyways,
but I love the sail color
because it goes with a
lot of outfits."
- Megan on her favorite sneaker in
her personal collection.

DUMONT MEDIA

Capturing unforgettable moments while
building memories that will last a lifetime.

THE BALLERS MAGAZINE | 9

DONTE
INGRAM

Born and raised in Danville, Illinois, Donte Ingram
knew he wanted to have a professional career
playing basketball from a very young age.
Growing up in Danville, he quickly realized that
there weren’t a lot of exposure opportunities to
showcase his talents on the court. Shortly after,
his dad began to drive him up to Chicago to play
basketball in a small league. As his accolades and
notoriety continued to increase, Donte joined the
Mean Streets AAU team during his freshman year
of high school. It was only up from there! He
not only continued to strengthen his skills on the
court and establish his name in Chicago’s
basketball scene, but he also began exploring the
opportunity of moving to the Windy City. During
his sophomore year, he took that leap of faith.
Donte and his family moved to Chicago and he
continued his high school career at Simeon
Career Academy—playing alongside guys such as
Jabari Parker, Kendrick Nunn, Jaylon Tate, D.J.
Williams, and Zach Norvell. Throughout his years
at Simeon, Donte continued to mold his game
and shape his identity both on and off the court.
After graduating high school, he continued his
basketball career at Loyola University Chicago. At Loyola, he not only elevated his game every season, but he
also achieved a series of accomplishments throughout his time there—including an incredible Final Four run
during his senior year. As his collegiate career came to an end, Donte was committed to taking the next step.
He wanted to begin his professional career. Little did he know, but the opportunity to turn his dreams
into reality was right around the corner. In his rookie year, he played in the NBA Summer League with the
Chicago Bulls, signed an Exhibit 10 with the Dallas Mavericks, and played for their G-League team—the Texas
Legends. It doesn’t stop there. This past season, Donte played for the Greensboro Swarm—the Charlotte
Hornets G-League team. As he looks forward to his third year in the league, he is excited to continue evolving
his game on the court and strengthening his knowledge on the business side of sports at the professional level,
as well as using his platform to give back to his community.
What was that transition from college into the league like for you? What were some of the challenges
that you faced early on?
I think that from college to the professional level, you have to understand that you're going to be in a completely
different atmosphere. When you look at college, you are with a group of guys for four years—so it's more of a family
atmosphere because you're with the same group of guys for a long time. You are getting to know each other, and
are building that chemistry. When you get to the professional level, there are guys getting traded in and out by the
week sometimes. I had to approach the game differently—you have to try and work up that chemistry with other
guys on the court so everything flows well. When you get to the professional level, you also have to think about the
fact that you don't have any school work anymore. It goes from, “Man I have class from 9am-3pm. Then I have to go
to practice and work out. I gotta go to study hall too to do a paper after,” to having to be really disciplined and
understand time management at the professional level. You know, when you get to that next level, you have so
much time on your hands. You (have to) remember that a lot of that is just to put in the work, work on your craft,
and get better. I think that was the biggest thing for me (early on)—understanding time management and the
discipline it takes to stick with a consistent schedule to remain focused.
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You made a great point early on when you mentioned trades and guys coming in and
out of organizations—since it is a business at the end of the day. Mentally, what was
that process like for you and how did you prepare yourself to understand that those
are some of the realities of the business?
Man, I think that you just have to understand mentally that you can never doubt yourself or
question your abilities. You have to understand, like I said, that it is not a four-year commitment
with a team all the time. It's more of a business. For me individually, as a player, I just focused on
continuing to be better, bring what I bring to the table to the best of my capabilities, and just
remember (that) the rest will take care of itself. You know, sometimes guys get traded and they
feel a certain way. They get caught up in, "Why did I get traded? What did I do for them to not
want me?” Once you get past that mental state and you understand that: “You know what, this is a
business. At the end of the day, if I am taking care of myself and what I need to do on the court,
everything else will flow from there," it works out in your favor.
Once you graduated from college and
looked to play basketball at the next
level, how did you maintain that
confidence as you started your career
playing in the G-League and in the NBA
Summer League with the Chicago
Bulls?
I think it was something where, for me as a
player, I never wanted to doubt myself. I
always have confidence in myself no matter
what ups and downs I'm going through. I
know that I am going to continue to put in
that work every day to get better. I've
always had that chip on my shoulder, that
underdog mentality. You know, I always
feel like I belong on the court no matter
who's running. That has always been my
mindset. When I'm stepping on the court,
no matter who else is out there—obviously
at this level there will always be high-level,
skilled, and talented guys on the court—I
think to myself, “I belong here and I can
compete at a high level.” I think that mental
toughness is key.
Photographs courtesy of Donte Ingram (@dontejingram)

During the offseason, how do you work to hold yourself accountable to perfecting your
craft?
Man, that's really important. You know with things shutting down in February, it was kind of hard
to get in the gym because everybody was closed due to the pandemic. It was for about a month
or a month-and-a-half that I couldn't get in the gym. I was in the house for a few weeks going
crazy, not being able to get into the gym and work out. For me, that was the first time in my life
going so long without being in the gym. Just understanding that there were things that I could do
at home—I could watch what I was eating or go to the track in my neighborhood—helped me
(remain accountable). I just had to find different ways to stay active and stay in shape.
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"I think the biggest thing is
understanding your vision
and your dream. Setting
that out for yourself and
knowing that you can always
learn from other people is
important. If you have your
mind set on something,
don't let anybody tell you
different—always stay
consistent and always
believe in yourself."
- Donte on pieces of advice he would give to
someone who is looking to embark on a
similar career path and play
professional basketball.

Transitioning a little bit of the court, what are some of your passions outside of basketball?
Honestly, once you get to the professional level, basketball requires a lot of your time. When I'm off the
court (though), I really focus on growing in my faith, growing in my relationship, and really giving back to
the youth in my hometown and in Chicago. Like I said, I come from a small town—Danville, Illinois—where
there are a lot of kids that don’t have that hope or that example set. I really get passionate about coming
back and just pouring into the youth—advice, guidance, and any of that. I love to get in the gym with
athletes that are really passionate in wanting to get to the next level. I just try to show them the example
that it takes, and help them along the way. There also might be kids that do not play sports. I just want to
let them know that I'm here for them in any way that they need me to be, and that I am going to be a
prime example for them to follow after. That is something that I'm really passionate about. I try to make
sure each and every day I'm doing something to not only make myself better, but also to help others.
Throughout this journey, what are some things that keep you motivated?
Wanting to get to the highest level in basketball motivates me. But, I think the biggest thing that keeps me
motivated is my family. You know, just everybody that is part of that group that has sacrificed so much
for me to be here. My mom and dad have given up so much for me to be in this position, and be
pursuing what I'm pursuing. Making them proud motivates me. Also, understanding where I am from,
how far I’ve come, but also how far I want to go (drives me). Obviously throughout the process, you might
have people that may envy you or may not want to see you do as well in what you're doing, but I have
learned to use that as motivation as well. Each and every day, I just find myself being more and more
thankful for the people that I do have, and for the people who are supporting me throughout this
journey. You know, there has only been one person from my city that has ever made it to the NBA, and
that's Keon Clark. For me, I want to reach that highest level and represent my city.
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What are some pieces of advice that you would give to someone who is looking to embark on a
similar career path and play basketball at the professional level?
I think the biggest thing is understanding your vision and your dream. Setting that out for yourself and
knowing that you can always learn from other people is important. If you have your mind set on
something, don't let anybody tell you different—always stay consistent and always believe in yourself. You
better believe in yourself kind of to the point where other people think you're crazy. If you don't believe in
yourself, if you don't invest and pour into yourself, nobody else is going to follow along and really believe
in you. For me, I think the biggest thing that I am understanding at this point is to persevere, be strong in
your faith and what you believe in, and just stick with it. A lot of times, a lot of people are in the position to
go to the next level—whether it's in basketball or not—, but I think the biggest thing is to not quit when
you get to that adversity. That's the only thing that separates a lot of people. You know, there are a lot of
people that are working hard and putting in the work, but it’s like, “How consistent are you going to be?
How disciplined are you going to be? How patient are you in this process and in understanding that this is
a marathon and not a sprint?” I would just say that it is important to understand that if you don't give up,
you put your head down and work relentlessly, are strong in your faith, and understand what you want,
everything else will work itself out.
Reflecting back on your own personal journey, what is a piece of advice that you would give to
your younger self and why?
I think a piece of advice that I would give to my younger self—knowing what I know now—would be, “Hey,
the fame is going to come. There is going to be adversity, there are going to be (ups) and downs, but just
stick with it. Continue to work hard every day because this game or anything else can be here one day
and be gone the next.”
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS

CARRIE
OEHM

Social Media Manager | The GIST
Carrie Oehm discovered her interest in
pursuing a career in sports during her time in
university. For this Toronto, Ontario native, this
was a world she had been immersed in and
surrounded by since a young age. Initially,
Carrie dreamed of becoming a player agent and
planned to enroll in law school to earn her
degree in this area. During her time in college
though, she began to become more and more
passionate about the creative side of the
industry, and wanted to explore opportunities
in sports broadcasting and media. After making
a sports video that went viral on YouTube,
Carrie discovered that this was a world she was
intrigued about, and solidified her commitment
to embarking on a career in sports media. This
was only the beginning. Not only did she
return to school and enroll in a sports
broadcasting/media program, but she also
continued to seek out opportunities in the
Photographs courtesy of Carrie Oehm (@coehmer)
industry to build up her network and
strengthne
strengthen her experience in the space. After graduating
from college, Carrie worked with a series
of sports networks, teams, and organizations covering events as well as creating content. She
hasn’t looked back since. Currently, Carrie is the Social Media Manager of The GIST—a sports
media platform that creates content and experiences focused on women in sports—as well as a
Video Host for blogTO—a digital platform that covers the food, entertainment, and event scene in
Toronto. Talk about impressive!
How was the transition of going from college into the sports broadcasting and media space like?

For me, I was always super active in the industry while going to school. I worked at a bar on (the)
weekends, and my classes in school were not during typical hours—for instance, sometimes I would have
class until 1 a.m. because we would be producing like a SportsCenter show. My hours were all over the
place. So every second that I had free, I would be volunteering at a local cable station covering their junior
hockey team and any of the university or college sports—basketball, volleyball, hockey, football, just
anything that I could get my hands on. I completely shut out my social life. It's funny because in university,
I was like a social queen. I was at every party, everyone knew me, and all of a sudden, it was like I went off
the face of the Earth. It was just all hands on deck focusing on my career. Once I graduated, I kind of
already made all of the connections that I needed to to get my first job out of school. I was really lucky
that the Pan American Games (Pan Am) games were in Toronto in 2015—which was the year that I
graduated. My first job was as a Floor Director of the Pan Am games for boxing and weightlifting. From
there, I got hired as a freelancer at TSN SportsCentre—which would be the equal to ESPN in Canada.
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS - CARRIE OEHM
What were some of the challenges that you
faced early on?
I faced endless challenges. Now that I can look back
and reflect on it, I feel like back then I thought I was
ready for other positions that I was not ready for (at
that time). I wanted to be on-air, I wanted to work in
social, I wanted to do a million different things, and I
don't think I had the experience to take on those
positions. For me, I think the biggest challenge was
just being really patient. I would get extremely down
on myself, would compare myself a lot in the industry,
and would just get really discouraged. I never just had
one job. I was still volunteering with organizations
three years out of college just to get more experience.
I feel like the biggest hurdle that I've had to overcome
is just being patient. Now, I am finally in a position to
be able to do everything that I dreamed of doing for
the last five to eight years. It took my willingness to
put my head down and work through it, but I'm very
grateful for the fact that I just stuck with it regardless
of (the adversities) I faced along the way.
In addition to that, you have also built your
personal brand throughout this process. How
did you get started building your personal brand
in the space?
That is something that I kind of struggle with till this
day. I still have my hands in a bunch of different
things. Right now, I work with blogTO—which covers
the food scene, entertainment scene, and events in
Toronto—as well as with The GIST. In my full-time job
at The GIST, we cover every sport but it's very much
female-focused. For me, I kind of have jumped around
a little bit and have tapped into different spaces. I was
kind of the "SportsCentre girl" working at the
beginning (of my career), and then all the sudden I
kind of flipped a switch and was like, “Actually you
know what, this is so male-dominated and I don't like
the way I'm being treated. I just feel like this industry
needs a refresher.” When I found out about The GIST,
I put all of my focus into that. When they hired me last
summer, I was ecstatic. I'm still trying to figure out my
personal brand, but I want to be a person that anyone
in the industry—in sports, media, or whatever it is—
can come and talk to. I just want to be that femaleempowerment individual that is there for younger
people in the industry, is there for people who are
trying to get in, and is helping them make their way
through it. I wish I would have had that when I was
younger, so I want to be that person (for others).
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS - CARRIE OEHM
Let's talk about networking! Could you
share with us the importance of building
genuine, authentic relationships with
people in the industry?
I think honestly that's how I've been able to
get the jobs that I've had. That is the way that
I have been able to really make it in this
industry. I have this motto and it’s “No fears.”
I feel like it doesn't matter who it is, you have
to get out of your comfort zone to advance,
become better, grow, and learn. For me, it
was super intimidating emailing or messaging
the top people at the networks, the VP’s, and
the people that are running the social
accounts. But, I just kind of always had this
sense about me that is kind of like, “Well
screw it if they don't answer, like what am I
losing? If they answer great, if they don't, then
whatever.” I have always been that person
just emailing everyone, getting my name out
there, constantly keeping in contact with
people, and actually building genuine
relationships (with them).

What are some pieces of advice that you would give
to someone that is interested in pursuing a similar
career path in the industry?
My biggest advice piece is to “Bet on yourself.” I know it’s
like Fred VanVleet’s motto, but it’s true. At the end of the
day, no one is going to give you the credit that you want if
you don't believe in yourself and are not putting out the
stuff that you are truly passionate about and love.
Reflecting back on your own personal journey, are
there any additional pieces of advice that you
would give to your younger self? If so, why?
I would tell my younger self, “Do stuff on your own.” I feel
like sometimes, when I look back on it now, I was waiting
on a producer to say “yes” or an athlete to get back to me
to do an interview. But, I feel like you just can't wait
around anymore. The industry's already so saturated, and
everybody wants to work in it. You just have to continue
to work your hardest and be resilient—(to the point)
where even if you get that “no,” you're still creating and
putting stuff out instead of just waiting around.
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"Bet on yourself...At the
end of the day, no one is
going to give you the
credit that you want if
you don't believe in
yourself and are not
putting out the stuff
that you are truly
passionate about
and love."
- Carrie on the biggest piece of
advice she would give to someone
interested in pursuing a similar
career path.
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS

BRITTANY
GRAHAM

Creative Sports Photographer
Founder | Foreverland

Photographs courtesy of Brittany Graham (@itsbybritt)

How was that process of immersing
yourself in the creative space of the
industry and deciding to go freelance fulltime?
It has been exactly a year since I started
freelancing, and it has been crazy. It has been
so much fun to learn what works and what
doesn't work. I think for me, it has been the
best thing to not have as much experience
because it has allowed me to learn so much
more. Also, when it is just yourself, you have
that much more responsibility and (drive) to
make things happen on your own and use
those resources around you. Whether it's
reaching out to people or watching YouTube
videos, it has been very fun and exciting to try
different things. It hasn't always been easy,
there's definitely a lot of trial and error, but it's
great to see that the need is there and I can
try different things.
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Brittany Graham has been surrounded by the game of
basketball her entire life. For this Dallas, Texas native,
pursuing a career in sports was something she was
interested in exploring since a young age, yet was unsure
about the specific area within the industry to immerse
herself in. After playing basketball growing up and
watching her dad coach a Division I men’s basketball
team, Brittany solidified her commitment to working in
the behind the scenes side of the industry. Although she
initially wanted to become a basketball coach, she quickly
recognized her creative drive. From photography to video
production to social media management, Brittany was
passionate about using visual mediums to tell stories. It
was only up from there! As she covered different
sporting events, she continued to strengthen her
knowledge of the creative field, expand her network, and
solidify her personal brand in the industry. Since then,
Brittany has started her own business as a freelance
sports photographer and content creator, and has also
developed her own clothing brand—Foreverland. From
sharing the stories of some of the nation’s top high school
athletes to fostering a community that celebrates the
game of basketball, Brittany has continued to push
boundaries and raise the bar in the industry. The best
part of it all is...she is just getting started!

"I would definitely tell
myself, “Start sooner and
take that leap of faith.
Know what you are capable
of, and know your worth.
Don’t be afraid to charge
what you feel is right.”
- Brittany on a piece of advice she
would give to her younger self.

BUSINESS ALL-STARS - BRITTANY GRAHAM
Transitioning into your personal
brand, how did you get started with
your "itsbybritt" platform? What
were some of the challenges that you
faced early on?
Well I moved back to Dallas, and I didn't
know anybody. It's a big city, huge
basketball city, and I am very shy. I'm very
quiet and introverted. I don't like a lot of
attention. For me, I really had to get out of
my comfort zone and put myself out
there. I remember this time last year, I
was just hustling and grinding—just trying
to get my name out there. I was at every
open gym and every summer league. I
want to say from July until October, there
was something every weekend that I
would be participating in—boys games,
girls games, it didn't matter. I had to get
my name out there and let people know
what I was doing. At that time, there were
a lot of people doing video, but there
weren't a lot of people taking high-quality
photographs (at these events). I think I
just got really good at that, and created
my own lane. Being that Dallas is a really
big basketball city, we have so many highlevel and top high school athletes. I just
focused in on that, and it kind of grew and
grew to where it is today little by little. In
the beginning (though), I really had to
focus on building those relationships and
stepping outside my comfort zone.
Take us through that moment of deciding to go freelance full-time. How was that transition
like for you?

It was very scary. It was very hard and something that I really didn't plan on doing. I was at Alabama
for a year, and I got really depressed—it just wasn't a good experience for me. My parents
encouraged me to just come home and figure it out here. While I was at Alabama, I had kind of lost my
passion and purpose. So when I came home initially, I just needed to pick up a camera and get back
into it. I really had to fall in love again (with photography). From there, it kind of happened on its own. I
just kept building and building. It was really scary though. I think for me, just having faith in my work
and in going to where God was leading me (was important). From there, the right people, the right
teams, and the right players started popping up. Taking that leap of faith though was scary because
it's just you. It's a lot of balance. You're doing a social media page, the planning, all of the editing, it's all
on you. Even though it's a lot to manage, it's also very rewarding to be able to work late at night if you
want to or be your own boss and everything. Throughout the entire transition though, I had a lot of
support from my family to pursue it and take my time with it—which has been super helpful as well.
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Transitioning into the advice of things, what are some pieces of advice that you would give
to someone interested in pursuing a similar career path and going into the creative side of
the sports industry?
I would say, “Be yourself and be authentic.” I think for me that works because I am just myself. I am a
nerd—my high school boys will tell you that—, I am just super silly and goofy. I don’t try to be
anything that I am not, and I think people respect that. Also, do what works for you. Try to have your
own style and do things that people are not doing. (For instance), if it is crowded at a game, I try to
find my own spot or maybe take more pictures during warmups. Just don’t be afraid to be yourself
and try new things. The industry is definitely becoming more popular, so you just want to find
different ways to separate yourself.
Reflecting back on your own personal journey, what is a piece of advice that you would
give to your younger self and why?
I would tell my younger self, “Start sooner.” LIke I said (before), I was just super scared to do it, but it
has been a lot of fun. I would also say, “Know when to take breaks. Know that you can’t make
everyone happy or go to every game, and that is okay.” You know, I was really hard on myself about
that, but I think that as I am growing (in the space), I am learning that that just becomes part of it. So I
would definitely tell myself, “Start sooner and take that leap of faith. Know what you are capable of,
and know your worth. Don’t be afraid to charge what you feel is right.”
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THE BALLERS MAGAZINE PRESENTS

THE SPOTLIGHT
SERIES

A new segment dedicated to highlighting sports
professionals that are up next! These feature
stories give an inside look into the transition of
athletes, creatives, and business professionals to
the next level of their careers.
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SPOTLIGHT SERIES

Born and raised in New Jersey, Aliyah Jeune started playing
basketball at just the age of ten years old. After watching her
older brother play growing up, she was motivated to embark
on a journey of her own and immerse herself in the game. As
she worked to strengthen her skills on the court, Aliyah
solidified her dream of playing basketball at the professional
level. But, the road to success wasn’t always easy.
Throughout her collegiate career, her passion and
commitment to playing at the highest level was tested. Yet,
she remained persistent and continued to work hard. She
continued to push through. From Rutgers University to
Morehead State University to the University of Southern
California (USC), Aliyah continued to develop her game on
the court and shape her identity beyond the game. Before
she knew it, all of her hard work had paid off. After
graduating from USC this past spring, Aliyah’s dream of
playing professionally became a reality. Not only did she sign
a deal to play overseas, but she is also beginning to foster
her brand in the industry both on and off the court. From
organizing basketball camps for the youth to creating her
own basketball facility—that focuses on both the mental and
physical aspect of the game—, Aliyah is looking forward to
using her platform to give back to the community and pave
the way for the next generation. Truly inspiring!
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"My parents for sure. My mom
and dad have pushed me
through anything and
everything, and have been a
complete motivation for me
since I was a child. Their whole
motto is: "Keep working hard
and never give up on your
dreams." They have always been
in my corner, and have instilled
those types of values in me."
- Aliyah on who inspires her to continue
growing in the industry as well as
give back to others.

SPOTLIGHT SERIES - ALIYAH JEUNE
Throughout your college career, you played at different universities—whether it was at the
undergraduate or graduate level. Could you take us through that journey and how you
elevated your game at each stage?
I was first at Rutgers University for two years. Then, I actually stayed home a year—that whole
transition was different, but it was also something that I feel like I needed. During that time, my mom
was in a car accident so I needed to mentally prepare myself to play basketball and go to school. I
stayed home a year, took classes at home, and got my associate's degree. After that, I didn’t really want
to go to a big school. I wanted to go to a small, Division I school where I could work my hardest and do
all I could to accomplish some things. I went to Morehead State in Kentucky and that was a great, great
year for me—I scored over 500 points that year. It was definitely different going from Kentucky to
California, but it was another great transition as well.

Photographs courtesy of Aliyah Jeune (@aliyahjeune)

Transitioning to your time playing at the University of California (USC) as a graduate
student, how did your lifestyle change as you worked to get ready to play at the next level?
It was definitely all about finding that balance. It wasn’t just an undergraduate degree, I was now in
their master’s program—that aspect of USC really matured me. It allowed me to play and grow
beyond basketball. I always had an interest in business, and that is what my major was in. Being able
to study (that) allowed me to expand beyond basketball and see how I could use my platform to really
help other people. That was very different. You know, I was the youngest person in most of my classes
for my master’s program. A lot of my classes were at nighttime, and then we had like 6am workouts.
So, I had to make sure I managed when I would put up extra shots and how I would complete
assignments and projects—all while getting enough sleep for practice the next morning. This was
definitely a gritty grind and a hustle year where I had to be able to manage that, while still elevating
and growing (on the court).
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You mentioned that you had to endure
different challenges early on. What
were some of the things that kept you
motivated throughout those times to
continue pushing despite some of the
challenges that you faced along the
way?
I am a really big believer in God, so I just
kept my faith strong. I always knew that I
had Him in my corner. Also, my family has
had a really big impact and influence on my
life. My brother actually was in a car
accident when he was in high school about
to go to college, and that kind of ruined his
opportunity to play ball. I used that as
motivation so he could play through me.
As you embark on your professional
career, what are some personal goals
that you have?
I want to own my own business. I have
actually developed a couple of business
plans this year through my master’s
program, which was amazing. In a couple of
years, I am planning on opening up my own
business. I want to open a basketball facility
that focuses on the mental side of the
game and also the physical side of the
game.
That’s awesome! What was the inspiration behind wanting to start your own business
and build this basketball facility—where athletes can not only work on the physical
side of the game but also the mental side?
That inspiration (has stemmed) from numerous aspects of my life. I have had teammates from
prior teams that have experienced mental health issues that were never fully addressed by
coaches or by health staff. I feel like even beyond basketball, mental health is something that
needs to be addressed more and taken more seriously. I just want to somehow be a
foundation for people through sports to address those issues.
What does basketball mean to you? Why is this game so special?
I have been in love with basketball since I first picked up a basketball. It’s just so calming to me.
Let’s say you have had a long day or a bad day, you can just go to the gym by yourself and put
up shots. It has always been my safe place—a place where I can just go and be free.
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SPOTLIGHT SERIES - ALIYAH JEUNE
Who inspires and motivates you
throughout this journey to continue
pushing yourself, growing in the
industry, and also giving back to
others?
My parents for sure. My mom and dad
have pushed me through anything and
everything, and have been a complete
motivation for me since I was a child.
Their whole motto is: "Keep working hard
and never give up on your dreams." They
have always been in my corner and have
instilled those types of values in me. They
have helped me build the confidence
that I have (today), and continue to
motivate me throughout this (journey) as
well.
Going into the advice side of things,
what are some pieces of advice that
you would give to people who are
looking to pursue a career in
basketball and play at the collegiate
level?
I would say, “Make sure that you love the
game. Don’t just like it. Don’t just do it
because everyone else is doing it.”
Definitely make sure you put your
passion and work into something that
you love. You will get a totally different
outcome if you give your all to
something, and put your passion and
heart (behind it).
Reflecting back on your own journey,
what is a piece of advice that you
would give to your younger self?
Why?
A piece of advice I would give to my
younger self would definitely be to stay
patient. I think sometimes I cared so
much about the future that I didn’t live in
the present moment. I would just say, “Be
a little more patient. Understand and
know that things will always work out.”

"I would say, “Make sure
that you love the game.
Don’t just like it. Don’t
just do it because
everyone else is doing
it.” Definitely make sure
you put your passion and
work into something
that you love."
- Aliyah on advice she would give to someone
interested in pursuing a career in basketball and
playing at the collegiate level.
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MOTIVATION

CELEBRATING
THE SMALL WINS.
"If you figured it all out

"Don't compare

today, what would be the

your progress

point of tomorrow? Enjoy

with that of

the process of being a

others. We all

work-in-progress!"

need our own

UNKNOWN

time to travel our
own distance."

"We're so busy

JERRY
CORSTENS

watching out for
what's just ahead
of us that we don't
take time to enjoy

"Feel the present, hold the

where we are."

vision, let go resistance,

BILL
WATTERSON

enjoy the journey, and
trust the process."

LIFE'S A MARATHON,
NOT A SPRINT.

THE BALLERS MAGAZINE

UNKNOWN

BE PRESENT. ENJOY THE PROCESS.
EMBRACE THE JOURNEY.
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Sky's the limit, keep ballin'.
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