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Editor's Note
The Ballers Magazine is a digital magazine dedicated
to shining light on amazing people in sports that are
inspiring the next generation.
Through a series of in-depth, exclusive interviews,
this magazine will bring you along the journey to
success of the industry's most incredible athletes and
business professionals. From sports to business to
motivation, we are committed to sharing stories that
encourage you to seek greatness. Whether you are a
sports enthusiast or are looking to enter the sports
industry, we are excited to provide this platform
for you to connect with these sports all-stars.
Connect with us at
@TheBallersMagazine on
Instagram or send us an email,
and let us know who you would
like to see featured on our
forthcoming issues.

Sky's the limit,
keep ballin'.

SOFI DUMONT
Editor-in-Chief | @sofidumont

KAYLA
ALEXANDER
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You touched on your experiences
playing overseas. What were some of
the valuable lessons you learned
during your time there that you
were able to bring back and apply as
you continued your career in the
WNBA?
I think a big part of it was (learning) about
the speed of the game—especially on
defense. Being able to learn about play
breakdowns and how quickly everything
happens was valuable. I always felt like
when I went from high school to college
the speed of the game got quicker, and
then from college to the pro level it got
quicker (again). You are always constantly
trying to adjust to the speed of the game.
So being able to play overseas—
especially my first years where I played in
Russia and was playing against WNBA
players like Brittney Griner, Tina Charles,
and so many others—, I was challenged
every day to get my muscle IQ up and
improve my skills in the game.
Photographs courtesy of Kayla Alexander (@kjalexan40)

For Kayla Alexander, basketball was a sport she fell in love with in the
most unexpected way. After being invited by one of her friends to try
out for the basketball team in 7th grade, Kayla decided to give it a shot
and jump at the opportunity for a spot on the roster. Despite not
having any previous experience playing the sport, Kayla was committed
to developing her skills on the court and strengthening her knowledge
of the game. She has not looked back since! After playing all
throughout middle school and high school, Kayla continued her
basketball career at Syracuse University. Throughout her time in
college, she became the university’s All-Time Leading Scorer and
solidified her commitment to playing basketball at the professional
level. Little did she know that the opportunity to live out her
dreams was right around the corner. With the eighth pick in the
first round of the 2013 WNBA Draft, the San Antonio Stars selected
Kayla. This was it. This was the moment she had been waiting for—an
opportunity to play the sport she loved at the highest level. The rest is
history! Not only has Kayla earned an array of accolades throughout
her time playing in the WNBA, with the Canadian Senior Women’s
National team, and overseas, but she has also worked to foster a legacy
that extends beyond the court. From mentorship programs to speaking
engagements, Kayla has been involved in a variety of initiatives that
focus on giving back to the youth and inspiring the next generation.
She has also combined her passion for art and love for the game, and
published her own children’s book called The Magic of Basketball—a
book that encourages children to recognize the opportunities and
valuable experiences that sports can provide. The best part of it all
is, she is just getting started!
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Let’s talk about your journey to making the Canadian National Basketball team! Could you share more
with us about what that journey was like and the emotions you felt once you were selected to be a
part of this talented group of women?
That has been quite the journey! It has tested my perseverance, patience, and plans for everything. Like I
mentioned, when I was growing up, I played in Ontario—where I had the ability to play for the Canadian National
team. The summer going into my senior year of college, I tried out for the Senior National team and I got cut. I was
like, “Oh okay, well we got some things to work on. This is a minor setback, but we will work and we will come
back.” A couple of years later, I tried out for the team again and got cut again. I was like, “Dang, this is like the one
thing I want to accomplish and it is not happening. It is not working out.” I continued my pro career overseas and
in the W, and then I think it was two or three years ago when I tried out for the team again. I finally made the team
and I was ecstatic because it had been something I had been working so hard for. I knew a dream of mine was to
represent Canada at the national level and if I wanted to be an Olympian one day, God willing. So once I finally
made the team I just felt like, “Yeah! I finally did it.” Then literally a week later, during our exhibition game in the
states, I tore my MCL and was off the team because that’s when we were heading to Worlds in Spain and I couldn’t
play. Then, I came back the next summer with the team again, stayed healthy, and started our qualifying
tournaments in Puerto Rico—called the Fiba AmeriCup. I was playing really well, am on the team again, and then in
the semi-finals I tore my MCL and PCL on the same leg. This was frustrating because it was like every time I got
close to accomplishing my goal, something happened. I missed our qualifying tournaments, but I was hopeful. I
went through my rehab, cheered on the squad, and was able to come back just in time for our final Olympic
qualifier this past February in Belgium. I was healthy, made it back, fought through, stayed healthy, and was able to
help us qualify. It has been quite the journey, but during February when I got to wear Canada on my chest and
represent my country, I appreciated it that much more because of how much work and struggle I had to go
through to get to this point.
Mentally, what were some things that kept you
motivated to continue pushing through,
especially during those times of adversity where
you were injured or really close to playing in
those final rounds but fell short?
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One thing that kept me going was knowing that I had
been through it before—especially the second time
around. I was like, “Kayla, you have been through this
before. You know you have to do rehab, and you have
to do the work. You can do this again.” That (mentality)
was encouraging. When I was getting back to doing
cardio again, oh my goodness, I think I did like five little
exercises and I thought I was going to pass out. During
those times I just kept telling myself, “First, the goal is
Belgium. You just want to be in shape and prepared to
compete with the team in Belgium.” I just kept telling
myself that over and over again whenever I felt like I
couldn’t do another round. I just kept saying, “Belgium,
Belgium, Belgium. You worked too hard for this.” That
was honestly my motivation to keep going. I also had
teammates and a coaching staff who were behind me
100%, and my family as well who were supporting me,
pushing me, and encouraging me throughout the
entire process. It was definitely that motivation of
knowing that I worked too hard to fulfill that dream,
and that encouragement of knowing that people who
loved and supported me were there (that kept me
going).

Transitioning a little bit off the court, you have also fostered your brand outside of basketball and pursued
your passions for art, writing, and public speaking. Not only did you write your own book, but you also
published it. Could you share with us more about the inspiration behind that venture?
Yes! Before basketball ever entered the picture, I was an artist. I was always doodling and drawing illustrations, and then
as I got into basketball, I stopped drawing to focus on ball. When I went overseas again, we had all of this down time in
between our practices and games, and that is when I started being creative and drawing again. During that time, thinking
about my journey with basketball, I realized that 1) sports have been incredible and amazing to me and 2) this is not the
life that I had dreamt for myself. It has always been 10 times better than what I could have ever imagined for myself,
which I am so thankful for. Through basketball, I have been able to travel the world, get an education that I wouldn’t have
been able to afford (otherwise), learn so many intentional life skills that I needed, and built my confidence. All of that
made me think about, “How can I combine all of these gifts that basketball has given me? How can I articulate it to young
kids to encourage them to play a sport or play basketball? How can I also combine my love of art and drawing to connect
with kids?” That is when the idea to write a children’s book came in. It combined all of my passions together. I worked on
it and got my sister Kesia, who is extremely talented at putting words together, to help me make it even better. I am very
thankful and very proud of what we have created with it because it is something I am very passionate about. I also love
the fact that the main character, the young girl in sports, is a young Black girl—which you don’t get too often in children’s
books. I am glad that I was able to create that representation for other young girls to look at and be like, “Oh, if she did
that I can do that too.” I try to encourage young kids, and am all about dreaming big, believing in yourself, and also
putting in the work to get to where you want to be. My life has been a reflection of that—having a dream, putting in the
work, and through the grace of God, being able to see my dream come to reality.
The name of your book is “The Magic of Basketball.” What does basketball mean to you? Why is this game so
special?
Basketball means opportunity and inclusion to me. It is something where it doesn’t matter what your age is, what your
race is, where in the world you live, what languages you speak, or your economic background, all of us can play this
sport. It brings us all together, and that is something that I really appreciate about the sport. You know even further than
that, I think there are intangibles that you as an individual playing a sport gain from it. Whether you decide to play for fun
or try to go pro with the sport or go into another avenue within the sport such as media, basketball teaches you so many
things. For me, I was such a shy kid growing up. Basketball helped me find my voice and who I am. It taught me discipline,
how to really appreciate hard work and sacrifice, gave me incredible, life-long friends, and blessings that I want to share
with other young kids as well.

"Basketball helped me find my
voice and who I am. It taught
me discipline, how to really
appreciate hard work and
sacrifice, gave me incredible,
life-long friends, and blessings
that I want to share with other
young kids as well."
- Kayla on what basketball means to her
and why the game is so special.
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Definitely! Could you take us through that process of publishing your book? What were some of
the challenges that you faced throughout that process and how did you work to overcome them?

It was tough, to be quite honest with you. You know how when you are in something—like for me, it is
basketball. I know there are challenges with that obviously, but I have been in it and am used to the grind
—, and then you try something new and are like, “Oh, this is a different kind of beast. This is hard.” That is
exactly how I felt with the book. First, I went through so many different drafts. I remember my original draft
wasn’t even rhyming, so just writing it was a process. Then, the illustrations took like six months. I did that
over the course of my season playing in Australia during my free time or when we were traveling—my
teammates can attest to this because they were like, “Kayla, you’ve brought your iPad everywhere, have
some fun.” Even though I loved to draw, I never had to make the same character repetitively over and over
again and thought that would be challenging itself—that is when I got into Procreate on the iPad. Before
that I used to draw with a pen or pencil, but I was like “Okay this has to look professional and not
(something) for me.” Using Procreate was amazing because it allowed me to do that. Trying to figure out
how to actually publish the book was another (challenge). I reached out to my agent and he had a client
who actually had self-published a book, and she helped me through the whole process. It was a lot of
starting from zero and not knowing how to get there, but figuring it out as you went. It was an incredible
toss because it gets frustrating at times, but it feels so much more rewarding to actually have the physical
copy in my hands, to have it out in the world, and have people reading the book. It is a surreal feeling. I am
very thankful and proud of the work that my sister and I did. It was a process, but I am thankful for the
progress.
Throughout this process, how have
you worked to balance your work on
the court while developing your brand
and what you are also passionate
about off the court?
My brand is all about our youth—that is
my motivation. I am really big on reaching
out to our youth, inspiring them, and
encouraging them. I think when trying to
balance the two, to me, I am doing
something that I am passionate about so
it’s not really about finding that balance.
It’s just about making time for it, because
when you are passionate about something
and it is meaningful to you, you will make
time for it. For me, it was about finding
time to write a children’s book, connect
with programs like NBYMT (National
Basketball Youth Mentorship Program), or
just trying to do different speaking
engagements that are encouraging and
uplifting to our youth. I think when you are
passionate about something, you make
time for the things that are important to
you; and if it aligns with who you are and
your values, I think it almost comes
naturally.
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What are some pieces of advice that you
would give to someone who is interested in
pursuing a similar career path as yours?
I would give a few pieces of advice. The first one
would be to just start. Start where you are. When
I wanted to write my children’s book, I had no
idea in the world how it was done but I just
started. Whether it is just starting with making a
new journal, doing some research, or reaching
out to people, it is important (to) just start and
get the ball moving. So Number One would be
“Just start.” Number Two would be to “Go outside
of your comfort zone.” I have learned in life, at
least in my life, that everything that I have
wanted to (achieve) has been right outside my
comfort zone. I would encourage everybody to
step outside their comfort zone of what they are
used to and what is comfortable into the
unknown—because everything that you want is
right on the other side of what you have
experienced. The third piece of advice would be,
“Don’t be afraid to make mistakes and fail.” We
are all human. Nobody is perfect. I have made
countless mistakes and am sure I will make
countless more before my time on Earth ends.
The important part is to learn from those
mistakes, use them as teaching tools, and then
move forward. Those are the experiences that
will propel you in the right direction. I think those
would be my three pieces of advice: to start, step
outside your comfort zone, and not be afraid to
fail.
Reflecting
back on your personal journey,
what is a piece of advice that you would
give to your younger self and why?

Honestly, I think the biggest thing that I lacked a
lot when I was younger and is something that I
am still even working on till this day is
confidence. I would tell myself, “Kayla, you got to
have confidence and believe in yourself.” I think
that is key because at the end of the day, if you
don’t believe in yourself, how can other people
believe in you and what you want to accomplish. I
think the biggest thing I would tell my younger
self is, “Kayla, go out there and be confident. Who
cares if you make mistakes along the way, that is
okay. Be authentic to who you are, be
passionate. If you are passionate about
something, go after it. Be confident in who you
are and what you do. At the end of the day, if you
don’t believe in yourself no one else will.”

"...the biggest thing I would tell my
younger self is, “Kayla, go out there and
be confident. Who cares if you make
mistakes along the way, that is okay.
Be authentic to who you are, be
passionate. If you are passionate about
something, go after it. Be confident in
who you are and what you do. At the
end of the day, if you don’t believe in
yourself no one else will.”
- Kayla on a piece of advice she would
give to her younger self.
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CAMRON SMITH

Sports Broadcaster & Co-Founder
| The Chi-Side

Photographs courtesy of Camron Smith (@camronsmith)

Born and raised in the West Side of Chicago, Camron
Smith was surrounded by the world of sports from a
very young age. From his older brother to his
cousins to his mother and father playing the game,
basketball was a sport that went hand in hand for
him with Chicago and its culture growing up. As he
embarked on his collegiate career at Southern
Illinois University—where he played basketball for
three years—, he discovered his interest in pursuing
a career in sports broadcasting. After stepping away
from the game his junior year to focus on getting his
reel together and positioning himself for a job upon
graduation, he solidified his passion for storytelling
in the sports industry. The rest is history! Not only
has Camron been nominated for multiple Emmy
Awards that recognize and distinguish his work
within the sports broadcasting space, but he has
also co-founded an organization alongside Brooke
Weisbrod and Evan Marshall to pave the way for
young, aspiring sports professionals. Through his
work with The Chi-Side, Camron is committed to
introducing the next generation to the array of
avenues and opportunities within the industry that
extend well-beyond the court.

You mentioned that your junior year was the time when you stepped away from the game to prepare
for sports broadcasting. As you worked to develop your personal brand early on in your career, what
were some of the challenges that you faced? How did you overcome them?
Just to go back to my junior year when I decided to not play, it was one of the hardest decisions of my life—because
again, I had been playing basketball since I could remember. There was a time mentally where I felt I was letting not
only myself down, but my teammates down. These are guys, especially the guys that came in with me my freshman
year, that I developed (those) bonds with—we were always around each other, laughing, struggling together during
workouts, we also saw that success. So coming into year three for all of us, I just felt that I was kind of being selfish
in a sense. After talking to my coach, parents, and some family members (though), I understood that I was doing
something that would be better off for me because I was not on anybody’s NBA Draft boards and was not going
overseas to play basketball. I had to sit back and have an honest conversation with myself about what I wanted to
do with my life—and if it didn’t entail me being on the court as a player, then I had to go back to a liking that I
developed in high school after being involved in a TV production class. That liking started to turn into a true love as I
got more involved in the TV production class at Gordon Tech High School in Chicago—and that’s what I majored in
at Southern Illinois. Taking that junior year off allowed me to 1) get more involved in the student-run news
(organization) on campus and 2) learn, mess up, and shape my experience, so that by the time that I graduated I
was just that much more better off. I wasn’t the fortunate person to get an internship during my undergrad years
because all of those summers and that time was dedicated to basketball. Making that difficult decision to stop
playing and really focus on getting my reel together—to learn as much as I could my junior and senior year—was
the biggest challenge. Looking at the bigger picture of what I wanted for my life was a struggle, but ultimately when I
look back on that, it was one of the best decisions of my life. It allowed me to really 1) understand what I was up
against and 2) realize the work that goes into broadcasting, nightly news, shows, and interviewing.
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How was that transition going from college into sports broadcasting full-time?
You know what, the transition wasn’t too bad for me. Obviously, knowing the technical aspects of being a color
commentator or sideline reporter were things that I needed to work on, but the thing that I love about my job is that
I get to talk about a sport and other sports that I have true passions for. Specifically for basketball, with the game
being instilled in me as a kid, just being around the game in any form has been a relaxation. I kind of turn into a
nerd in a sense watching the game, studying, and preparing myself with notes for any broadcast that I am doing.
That is where my inner nerd comes out. The transition was, again, smooth in a sense because a lot of things that I
learned playing basketball were transferable skills into the broadcasting industry. (For instance), watching film on an
upcoming opponent and having a scouting report to prepare for a game—it was the same thing with broadcasting.
Looking at my past features, interviews, or games that I had called was a process to prep, and think about some
things that I did do great or I didn’t do great. I would just try to work on that for the next go around so when the
next broadcast came for me in my schedule, I would look at it as my next game. I would prepare, watch film, and do
as much as I could to make sure that I was better prepared so that I could put on a better broadcast.
Throughout this journey, what are some things that continue to inspire and fuel you?
The main thing that continues to inspire me is the storytelling aspect—I love telling people’s stories and having an
audience see that subject in a different light. One of my biggest influences growing up was Ahmad Rashad. In the
early 90s and throughout NBA Inside Stuff’s run on television, Ahmad Rashad was my go-to guy because there
weren’t many representations of Black men or women on camera—you literally could count them all on one hand or
even maybe on two fingers. That was just what you saw. For me, as a young kid, watching how he told a story of
Michael Jordan, Grant Hill, or David Robinson in a different light (was inspiring). It opened me up to working with
other people and subjects to help them tell the bigger picture of their life, and the bigger picture of who they are.
Also, the opportunity to provide inspiration to kids who look like me keeps me going. A lot of networks need to add
more of that representation of us, so that is what I try to do in my job—I try to build my career up more so people
can use me as an example, especially kids on the West Side of Chicago. Not to say that I am at the top, I am still
trying to get there, but I have created a platform where people want to listen to me and value my opinion—which I
am very thankful for. With that I have an obligation, we all do when we reach a certain level, to give back and show
kids an example of what they could be. To take it further than that, I want them to be better than me. Don’t just be
like me, be better than me and take it to another level so the next generation takes it and moves it forward (even
more).
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You have created The Chi-Side alongside Brooke
and Evan to give kids the opportunity to get that
early start in different areas throughout the sports
industry. What has this experience been like for
you so far? Could you share more insight on the
impact organizations such as The Chi-Side have on
the youth?
It has been extremely fun, it really has. It has taken me
from being the person who is on camera to being the
person behind the camera. It has allowed me to tap into
my creative gene and create content that is different
from what is out there—that is the beauty of what The
Chi-Side does. Not only does it focus on Chicago
basketball, but it also gives an opportunity to these kids
to explore different avenues (in the industry). Whether it
is journalism or photography or becoming an agent, a lot
of the lessons that Brooke, Evan, and I try to convey is
(the fact) that there are different ways and lanes that you
can tap into to keep yourself around sports. Lifting that
veil up for them to see all of these possibilities of what
they can do is something that is hard to put into words,
it’s amazing.
Reflecting back on your own personal journey in
the industry, what is a piece of advice that you
would give to your younger self? Why?
The biggest piece of advice would be to stay patient. It is
human nature to get impatient, especially if you have
never truly experienced anything. You think it is
supposed to come automatically, it’s just the
microwavable society that we live in—we want things
instantly. It’s like sometimes we know it’s a process, but
we don’t think of the process as continuous. Some great
advice that I got years ago when I was still super young in
the business was from Scoop Jackson. Scoop told me,
“Enjoy the process. The end result will take care of itself.”
At that time, I was getting things here and there on
camera but thought I should be getting more, so I
started to become frustrated and impatient. I was not
really understanding that it takes time to get to where
you want to be. For me, when speaking to Scoop it was
like, “Wow. I am sitting here putting this pressure on my
back of where I should be, instead of really focusing on
my skills and this journey that I am on. If I do that, then
the recognition, accolades, and all of that will come.”
When I started to do that more, it just started to flow.
The patience aspect would be the Number One piece of
advice I would give to my younger self. Just getting into
the industry it’s like, “Look, it is not going to happen in a
month, this is going to be a journey. This is just like
sports, like basketball. If you are working on trying to
develop your jump shot or be better at shooting threes,
you have to put the time in. You have to get up a certain
amount of shots each day and have that confidence with
you, and then you will start to see the results of that.”
Patience is something that can not only apply to me, but
can (also) apply to so many different people in different
phases of life.
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"The patience aspect would be the
Number One piece of advice I would
give to my younger self. Just getting into
the industry it’s like, “Look, it is not
going to happen in a month, this is
going to be a journey. This is just like
sports, like basketball. If you are
working on trying to develop your jump
shot or be better at shooting threes, you
have to put the time in. You have to get
up a certain amount of shots each day
and have that confidence with you, and
then you will start to see the
results of that."
- Camron on a piece of advice he
would give to his younger self.

X
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS

ASHLEY
SHAHAHMADI

Host & Sideline Reporter | Charlotte Hornets

Photographs courtesy of Ashley ShahAhmadi (@ashleynshahahmadi)

Ever since she was 10 years old, Ashley ShahAhmadi knew
she wanted to work in broadcasting and journalism within the
sports industry. For this Georgia native, sharing athletes’
stories while being surrounded by the game she loved was an
opportunity to combine her two passions—sports and
storytelling. After graduating from the University of Georgia
with a degree in Broadcast Journalism, Ashley moved to
Meridian, Mississippi and began her career in the industry as
a sports anchor. It was only up from there! She then
moved to Jackson, Mississippi where she received a chance to
cover the college sports scene. After just four years, Ashley
received the offer to become a Digital Reporter for Fox Sports
South in Atlanta, Georgia—an opportunity that would not
only introduce her to a bigger market in sports, but would
also lead to her dream job of working in the NBA. Shortly
after arriving in Atlanta, she was presented with the
opportunity to become the sideline reporter for the Charlotte
Hornets’ and host of the team’s pre- and post-game show.
She hasn’t looked back since!

How was that transition from college into the world of sports broadcasting and journalism?
The University of Georgia has a really good broadcast/journalism program, and we basically put on our own show my
senior year of college—that was one of our classes. It was so great because I honestly felt like what I was doing my
senior year of college was basically what I was doing in Meridian, Mississippi. I worked every position there. I worked
with cameras, in production, covered sports, and did weather, which was so helpful because I was able to understand
everyone’s position. That really made my transition smoother. It was so exciting (being in Mississippi) because I knew
that, “Ok, this is the start of the career that I want to have This is the grind part of it.” I knew I had to pay my dues, so I
just buckled down and went to work. I tell college students or anybody who wants to be in this business, “Even if you
don’t have an opportunity to take classes in college or if your college doesn’t offer classes (in your area of interest), do
internships—those are always available to you and are what employers look for.” Not to mention, the value of
shadowing. I (also) tell people all the time, “If you can’t get that internship or college credit, just shadow people. Just
shadow someone in the business (area) that you want, and find out what they do everyday to make sure it is what you
want to do every day.”
Could you share more with us about the process of building your personal brand? What were some of the
challenges that you faced early on?
I think for my personal brand, I really got into what that meant when I became freelance—which happened just a
couple of months ago. This past basketball season, even though we didn’t get to complete it, was the first season that I
freelanced. Last year I was sort of going in because they needed somebody at the time, but it wasn’t a full-time
position. When I went freelance, that is when I realized “Ok, I really do have my own personal brand. People are going
to hire Ashley ShahAhmadi, not Fox Sports South's Ashley ShahAhmadi—even though I do work for them and am
contracted with them. Now I have the opportunity to be contracted with multiple businesses.” When I realized that, I
made my own website and started really displaying my work. I needed to showcase as much as I could to get jobs, and
for people to realize what my brand is and who I am. I really take pride in that and it is something that has become so
important because I am a freelancer now, and that is the work and the person that I want to showcase. I always try to
encourage students and everyone to start their brand early on as they are going through college or beginning their
career in the industry, because it is something that employers will take a look at.
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BUSINESS ALL-STARS - ASHLEY SHAHAHMADI
Let’s talk about receiving the news on working with the Charlotte Hornets! What was that experience
like and what were some of the emotions you felt when you got the news about getting your dream
job with the team?
Oh my gosh, I love telling this story! When I was filling in for hosting, I would host the pre- and post-game show. I
would go up to Charlotte, stay in a hotel, and host their home games; and when they went on the road, I would
just go back to Atlanta to my digital reporting job. When I found out that I was going to be the sideline reporter, it
was crazy. I just remember being back (in Atlanta) for a couple of days and going into the Fox Sports South office
with my mom to introduce her to some people. My general manager had asked me to come in (as well), and I
honestly thought he was going to comment on how I was doing in the pre- and post-game show. That is what I
thought was about to happen. They just sat me down and said that the previous reporter had received a really
good opportunity to be closer to home and had put in her two weeks. They pretty much told me, “You’re up! Pack
your bags. You’re the new sideline reporter (for the Hornets).” I was like, “Wait. What are you talking about?” I
literally had to ask them to repeat it multiple times. I was just so elated. I remember walking out of the office and
just mouthing “Oh my gosh. Oh my gosh” to my mom trying to keep my composure. It was like, “This is it.” You
know, especially for my mom, she was there through all of it—moving me to Meridian, to Jackson, and back home
to Georgia. This was all that I was working for, and it was finally happening. It was a combination of being in the
right place at the right time, but also (recognizing) that I could handle something like that. It was a moment where I
was so proud and elated. I just get goosebumps even telling you this story right now. Sometimes I have to pinch
myself that this is actually what I do—that I am a Sideline Reporter in the NBA. There are only 30 of them and I am
one of them. It is just an insane feeling. It is honestly incredible.
What are some pieces of advice that you would give to
someone who is looking to pursue a similar career in the
industry?
Besides doing internships and shadowing, I would also say to
be very open and willing—especially when it is your first job—to
go anywhere. Did I think when I graduated that I would move to
Mississippi? No. I had no reservations (though) and was like, “I
know I have to go wherever I can get a job.” I knew I had to do
what I had to do, to get to where I wanted (to be). I just really try
to encourage people to be as open as possible—especially with
their first couple of jobs. It’s like, “No (your first job) might not
be your dream job or dream stop, but it will get you there. You
have to put in that work. You have to pay your dues. You have
to work your way up." If you want it bad enough, you will get
there. You can do it without a doubt. So I would say, “Be as
open as possible.”
Reflecting back on your own personal journey in the
industry, what is a piece of advice that you would give to
your younger self? Why?
That’s a great question! I think one of the things I would say (to
my younger self) is, “Don’t worry so much. Enjoy the ride while
you are in it.” I remember that I made a lot of great friends in
Mississippi, but I also remember that I was so focused on what
was next, that I was always grinding for the next thing. If I could go back, I wish I wouldn’t have always thought that
way. There are times when that (mentality) is good because it keeps you moving forward. If I could go back
(though), I wish I would stop sometimes and say “Ok, I am here for my next two years. I am here right now, let’s
enjoy this. Let's do what we have to do, but don’t just think about the next thing because time flies by so fast.” I will
cherish those memories in Mississippi forever because it was there where I started my career—so I would just say
(to my younger self) that it is all about having that happy balance of pushing forward while being able to enjoy
where you are at.
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GINO LITTLES

Marketing & Player Development Executive |
ELITE Athlete Management

Photographs courtesy of Gino Littles (@glittles3)

Gino Littles has been surrounded by the game of
basketball since a very young age. From his dad playing in
the NBA to then coaching the Denver Nuggets, this sport
became second-nature to him growing up. As he
embarked on his collegiate journey at the University of
Texas at San Antonio, Gino received the opportunity to
join the basketball team as a walk-on—where he later
earned a scholarship for his sophomore and junior year to
play. This was only the beginning! After transferring to
Northern Arizona University his senior year of college to
be closer to home, Gino began evaluating his options to
play basketball at the next level. Upon receiving a series of
offers to play overseas, he began reflecting on his
personal goals and evaluating his true passions in the
industry—passions which extended beyond the court.
Soon after deciding to forego a professional career
overseas, Gino was ready to begin his career and pursue
his interest for brand management and sports marketing
full-force. He received the opportunity to enter the sports
marketing world after his best friend, Christian Kirk,
introduced him to Zeke Sandhu—Chief Executive Officer
and founder of ELITE Athlete Management. The rest is
history! Since then, Gino has worked to build the brands
of some of the industry’s top NFL athletes off the court
through his marketing deals, while continuing to leave his
mark on the industry.

Could you take us through that process of graduating from college and deciding to continue your career
in the business side of things within the sports industry? How was that transition like for you?
Yeah, definitely. My main thing that I tell people is, “Don’t be prideful.” What I mean by that is that you just have to
know that no matter what happens outside of your sport, you are still going to be the same person. I feel like that was
the best transition for me—knowing that the people that really cared about me and loved me outside of basketball
were going to support me through my process of being an agent and working in the sports industry. That really
helped me move past that (transition), and really appreciate the opportunity that I had. I feel like timing in life is
everything. When Christian helped me get that opportunity to intern for a very, very well-known sports agency with
great clients, it was kind of an easy decision for me to put down basketball, go pursue something while I am young,
and have that (experience) on my resume at a young age.
What was the biggest challenge that you encountered early on in your career? How did you overcome it?
The biggest challenge that I had to overcome was getting out of the sports mindset. A lot of people say, “When you go
from sport to sport, you start losing love for the game.” For me, it was different. I started loving the game more, and I
started really learning a different aspect that I never knew anything about. My biggest challenge was definitely trying
to find my niche. You know, obviously marketing is great, but it is also very, very hard to get marketing deals off the
bat. Everybody wants marketing deals, everyone wants endorsement opportunities. The only people that are getting
endorsed (though) are players that are producing on the field or on the court at a very high level. It was just (about)
me finding my niche, how I could connect with certain people, and how I could bring value to the sports agency. It did
take me a few months. The first couple of months I was interning, so I wasn’t on a really strict schedule. I was working
from home, I was still going out and having fun with my friends—which I still do now, but at a way higher level—, and I
felt like I really had no real responsibility. I was just trying to find my niche and where I could come in and bring value
to the sports agency. Once I figured that out and I believed in myself, and had a team that believed in me, the rest
was easy for me.
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You mentioned that you received your degree in
Business/Finance and are in the Marketing side
of things right now. Could you share with us
some of the overlaps and differences of your
studies in college with your career in the
industry now?
My step dad actually is an accountant, so when I was
doing my degree and stuff he was like, “You should
study finance for your resume. I know you probably
would want to get to the marketing agency field when
you are done with basketball, but I think finance
would look great on your resume.” I actually really
enjoyed finance. For the company I work for now, I
don’t do any finances which is kind of weird because I
studied it all in college, but I always had that
marketing niche. I was always a good networker, I was
meeting different people even when I was in college,
and that was just the type of person I was—I was very
social. The marketing stuff that I do now, which is
basically building relationships with brands and
different companies, it just came so natural to me.
The finance part of stuff is also cool because if
something like that ever comes up in a situation and
when I am working, I know how to handle it.
Let’s talk about personal brands! What are some benefits that people who work in the space can receive
from having a strong brand?
I have learned throughout this whole process that building your brand is very important. I didn’t get it until right now,
but having someone behind you, people that believe in you, and you building your personal brand is important. (For)
me, building my personal brand throughout college and even when I was training for the pros, it helped me more
than I could (have) ever imagine today. When I work with brands, reach out to different clients, and recruit players,
they have a level of respect for me already because they see what I have done in the past to get to where I am at
now.
What are some things that continue to inspire and motivate you throughout this journey?
You know, I am blessed to be at the company that I am in, in the position that I am in. My boss is amazing, and the
clients that I work for are not only my clients but my friends. I think what keeps me motivated is knowing that there
is no top and no cap on how successful you can be. My boss always tells me that too. He started from the bottom,
and now where he is at is unbelievable. For me, just knowing how young I am and the steps that I am taking in the
right direction, keep me motivated. I love working with my NFL guys, but I am very, very excited to get my NBA Agent
License to start working with the NBA guys. Basketball has been my passion my whole life, ever since I was two years
old. Getting my agent license, continuing to work in marketing and management with my NFL guys, and building this
branch within our company on the basketball side really motivates me.
Transitioning to the advice side of things, what is a piece of advice that you would give to someone who
is interested in pursuing a similar career path?
I would say, “If you have to start off on your own before going to the agency side, then do that and build yourself.
But, get with a company that believes in you. You not only have to believe in yourself, but also be with someone who
believes in you.” I feel like that is the best advice that I can give because I couldn’t have done it without the help of
Christian Kirk or my boss Zeke. I saw that they believed in me, so it made me want to succeed on a different level. It
kind of refers back to sports, obviously when you are a top-level player you have that swag, confidence, and
knowledge of what you can do. When you have a coaching staff and teammates who believe in you and want to see
you succeed too (though), it just makes you push yourself to a whole other limit as well.
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EVAN MARSHALL
Co-Founder | The Chi-Side

Photographs courtesy of Evan Marshall (@its_what_ev)

For Evan Marshall, helping people discover their
truth and work to become the best version of
themselves has been a goal of his from a very
young age. As an undergraduate at Ohio State
University, Evan first became immersed in the
athletic world of sports after working in
corporate retail and interning for Foot Locker.
After graduating, he worked for NCSA (Next
College Student Athlete)—an organization that
focuses on helping high school student-athletes
get exposure to colleges—within the advertising
and social media space. Through these
experiences, he not only strengthened his
passion for helping the youth get the exposure
needed to live out their dreams, but he also
became committed to creating those platforms
himself. Evan has since co-founded The Chi-Side
alongside Camron Smith and Brooke Weisbrod,
and worked within the partnerships, project
management, and logistics space to continue
empowering the next generation of aspiring
sports professionals.

Could you share more with us about the process of creating this nonprofit alongside Brooke
and Camron? What was the inspiration behind it?
That actually came about from working in the advertising realm. I realized that there is not really a platform
in Chicago that gives opportunities in the sports and non-sports realm. If you think about (organizations
such as) Complex, The Grio, and The Root, they might have a sales team here; but none of their writers or
content creators actually live in Chicago. So when it comes to covering events such as All-Star Weekend or
ComplexCon, unless you were doing your traditional news outlet—Sun-Times, Tribune, ABC or NBC—there
wasn’t really an outlet or platform to be able to provide exposure on the ground. That is why we wanted to
put an example. For me, I was born here and lived here until I was 13 years old. Cam(ron) is from Chicago
and Brooke lives here, so we realized that there was an opportunity to come together, create a platform,
and provide exposure that shines a light on what Chicago truly is like for people that actually live here.
Throughout this journey, especially when getting started with the foundation early on, what do
you think was the biggest challenge that you faced?
That’s a tough one! Honestly, identifying the kids that really had the passion (was the biggest challenge).
Our goal with the organization was not just to profile kids and talk about this or that, but it was really about
identifying those student-athletes that were passionate about the industry. Whether it was a passion for
content creation or sports journalism, we wanted to really provide a platform to give them exposure as
well and train them in (those) areas. That was kind of the toughest thing (early on)—finding the studentathletes that really wanted to be in this initiative. We have a great group of kids now, but identifying those
kids was kind of the hardest part.
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Looking back at your journey of working on the
corporate side to now entering the nonprofit
space with The Chi-Side, what was that transition
process like for you?
The transition that makes it a little bit tough on the
nonprofit side is looking for funding. Whether it is brand
partnerships or donations, looking for ways to have
funding is what makes things a little bit difficult. At the
end of the day (though), it is all about living your truth.
My truth is helping people become the best version of
themselves. Whether that is the corporate realm or in
nonprofit, as long as I live within my truth and purpose
of helping people to grow, evolve, and live within their
truth, it doesn’t matter at the end of the day if it is forprofit or nonprofit.
Let’s talk about branding! What are your thoughts
on the power of personal branding?
Personal branding is so key! One of the things my
mentor always says is, “You want to have an ally that
speaks for you even when you are not in the room. It is
great to be able to speak for yourself and add that
reference when you are there, but when you are not in
the room, who is championing for you that way?” When
you have friends that mention your name in a room full
of opportunities, that is what really helps you grow and
brings you opportunities when you are not there—and
all (of) that is what having a personal brand is about.
Your brand precedes you even when you are not
around.
What are some pieces of advice that you would
give to someone who is interested in starting
their own nonprofit organization to give back to
the youth?
I would say, “Learn what your truth is.” At the end of the
day, the reason you do anything philanthropic is to give
(back). God blesses you so you can bless others. If you
understand what your truth and calling is in terms of
how you can help people, no matter what that is, you
will be able to grow and evolve that way. Once you
understand what your calling is, it is important to own
that. I always like to say, “What is the point of crossing
the finish line if you are running the race by yourself?” It
is great to get into that room, but the value of being in
that room is now assisting the next person up to get
into that room with you as well. Breaking down those
barriers, breaking down those glass ceilings, that is the
legacy that you want to leave.

"I always like to say, “What
is the point of crossing the
finish line if you are
running the race by
yourself?” It is great to get
into that room, but the
value of being in that room
is now assisting the next
person up to get into that
room with you as well."
- Evan on advice he would give to someone who
is interested in starting their own nonprofit
organization
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TIM LANG

Sports Photographer
The world of sports photography was a space Tim Lang
became passionate about in the most unexpected way.
For this Ocean Grove, New Jersey native, photography
was a hobby he turned to during his early years in high
school. After focusing on landscape photography
consistently for a year, he learned about an opportunity
to photograph two nationally-ranked, All-American high
school basketball players from New Jersey—Scottie Lewis
and Bryan Antoine. After attending their first playoff
matchup and photographing the event, Tim discovered
his interest in sharing stories in sports through his
photography. It has only been up from there! Since
transitioning to sports photography, Tim has captured the
journey of some of the industry’s top high school athletes,
and has connected with fellow photographers in the
space through organizations such as the Black Glass
Gallery—a social media-based photography community,
founded by Suzanne Spitaletta, where he has strengthen
his camera skills, established his style, and solidified his
interest in a career in sports photography. The best part
of it all is...he is just getting started!
Photographs courtesy of Tim Lang (@timlangphotos)

How did you get started with sports photography?

I got started in landscape photography initially, and was
doing that consistently for about a year. One day, I saw
online that Scottie Lewis and Bryan Antoine from
Ranney School—two of the best players to ever come
out of New Jersey—were entering their playoff
competition. Even though I was only doing landscape
photography at that time, I thought it would be a cool
idea to go take photos of them and have that
connection with them. I went to their game and was
really expecting it to be one basketball game. I didn’t
expect (that experience) to be the full shift for me to go
into basketball photography, which is all I am doing now.
Scottie came up to me at the end of the game, which
was really cool, and I went back to the next game to take
more photos. After the second game, I had contact with
both Scottie and Bryan and they were really liking the
images I was (capturing). Looking back (now), I don’t
think they were the greatest photos, but I was still just
getting started. I decided to keep going with sports
photography after that and see where it took me.
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"It may sound cliché, but I
would say “Just shoot. Shoot as
much as you can.” If you can go
to games and workouts,
whatever opportunities you
have, try to go to as many
events as you can. Try to work
with them all because each
opportunity leads somewhere in
terms of connections and
experience.
- Tim on a piece of advice he would give to
someone who is interested in pursuing a career in
photography within the sports industry
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Throughout this journey, you have started to
foster your personal brand over the past 2-3 years.
What was that process of creating your brand like?
What was the biggest challenge that you faced
early on?
In the beginning, people really followed me for the
landscape photos because that is all I did when I started.
When I switched over to basketball, not everyone liked it
at first. Just starting to add little details like my
watermark on my photos and a specific editing style has
allowed me to start building my personal brand (in the
space). The biggest challenge that I faced (early on)
though was connecting with the bigger players, and
getting opportunities to shoot their games. It was
something that I slowly (had) to work on—to build
(those) relationships to get the opportunity to
photograph them.
What are some things that inspire you throughout
this journey?
A lot of these players work really hard to try and make it
out of where they are. A lot of them don’t live in the best
situations, so they are just trying to work hard to go pro.
That inspires me. I love shooting high school players a
lot because they are working their hardest to get to the
next level. Some people that inspire me photographywise are Johnnie Izquierdo and Cameron Look. Johnnie
has helped me since the beginning with questions about
photography and everything. I look up to his work, it’s
pretty cool what he does—everyone from New Jersey
knows him for his work as well. He started
photographing high school games like me and now he is
working with people like Anthony Davis, Kawhi Leonard,
and other big-time players. Cameron Look is really cool
too because he has a unique style of editing like I do. He
has some really cool videos and being able to ask him a
couple of questions when I needed help (is inspiring).
What is a piece of advice that you would give to
someone who is interested in pursuing a career in
photography within the sports industry?
It may sound cliché, but I would say “Just shoot. Shoot as
much as you can.” If you can go to games and workouts,
whatever opportunities you have, try to go to as many
events as you can. Try to work with them all because
each opportunity leads somewhere in terms of
connections and experience. If you just shoot as much
as possible and critique your work, you have (that)
opportunity to try to perfect your editing style.
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THE DUMONT CHRONICLES

THE VIRTUE OF PATIENCE
Don't make

Don't judge

excuses for why

each day by

you can't get it
done. Focus on
all the reasons
why you must
make it happen.

Ralph Marston

The highest

the harvest
you reap but

human

by the seeds

act is to

that you plant.

inspire.
Robert Louis Stevenson
nipsey hussle

Don't worry

Do something
today that

Don't compare

about

your future

your

fitting in

self will thank
you for.

progress to
that of others.
We all need
our own time

Sean Patrick Flanery

custom
made.

to travel our
own distance.

unknown
THE BALLERS MAGAZINE | 22

when you're

drake

Sky's the limit, keep ballin'.

@THEBALLERSMAGAZINE

THEBALLERSMAGAZINE@GMAIL.COM

